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Mike Fechner, Consultingwerk Ltd.

Á Independent IT consulting organization

ÁFocusing on OpenEdge and .NET

ÁLocated in Cologne, Germany

ÁCustomers in Germany, Europe, USA

ÁVendor of tools and consulting programs

Á20 years of Progress experience (V5 é V10)

ÁGUI for .NET early adaptor (since 10/2006)
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Agenda

ÁReview GUI for .NET

ÁAdoption challenges

ÁAdoption strategies

ÅParallel use of ABL GUI and GUI for .NET

ÅEmbedding of ABL GUI into GUI for .NET 

(and vice versa)

ÅNew development using GUI for .NET

ÁConclusion
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OpenEdge GUI for .NET

A Microsoft® .NETÊ based Windows 

graphical user interface that can 

replace or be integrated into an 

existing OpenEdge GUI application
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OpenEdge GUI for .NET

ÁState-of-the-art UI on the Windows desktop

Á Integrated feature of OpenEdge 10.2A and 10.2B

ÁSupported by both GUI clients 

ÅFat client, prowin32.exe

ÅWebClient 

ÁNo separate license required

ÅDeployment 

ÅDevelopment

ÁAccess and use any .NET control
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Adoption Challenges

ÁNeed to support pre-10.2A users as well

ÁThousands of existing screens

ÁTraining requirements

ÅOO fundamentals (new programming paradigm)

Å.NET fundamentals

ÅInfragistics controls (or any other vendor)

ÅOpenEdge 10.0: ProDatasets etc.

ÁNew tool: OpenEdge Architect
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Adoption Challenges

ÁWhat are our architecture requirements?

ÁWhereôs the ADM3? Or at least a working complete 

sample application?

ÁIôve never used Office 2007, but my customers or 

sales people request the ribboné

ÁDockable panes, Explorer bars? What are you talking 

about?

ÁWhere the heck is the ñOrbò in Office 2010?
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Parallel Use of ABL GUI and GUI for .NET

ÁProgress client supports ABL widgets and .NET 

controls at the same time

ÁProcedures may instantiate and interact with classes

ÁClasses may run procedures

ÁProcedures may create .NET controls and subscribe 

to events
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Enable ABL UI menu.w to support .NET Forms

ÁRequires: The (one and only) WAIT-FOR Statements 

needs to be .NET style

ÁSmall modification in mainmenu.w program

WAIT- FOR CLOSE OF THIS - PROCEDURE . 

/* .NET WAIT - FOR not associated to a .NET Form */

WAIT- FOR System.Windows.Forms.Application:Run () .

/* Use this method to terminate the WAIT- FOR, e.g

from a WINDOW- CLOSE trigger . */

System.Windows.Forms.Application:Exit () .
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Enable ABL UI menu.w to Support .NET Forms

ÁRequires: The (one and only) WAIT-FOR Statements 

needs to be .NET style

ÁSmall modification in mainmenu.w program

WAIT- FOR CLOSE OF THIS - PROCEDURE . 

/* .NET WAIT - FOR not associated to a .NET Form */

WAIT- FOR System.Windows.Forms.Application:Run () .

/* Use this method to terminate the WAIT- FOR, e.g

from a WINDOW- CLOSE trigger . */

System.Windows.Forms.Application:Exit () .

Replace

WAIT-FOR for

.NET support
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Demo

Á .NET Form started from ABL menu program

ÁABL window started from .NET menu form
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Demo
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Demo
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Demo
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Demo


